
The 21st Century Skills: Learning and 
Teaching

• What, how and to what extent, can 
universities contribute to the kind of skills that 
are needed for the 21st Century?



• The World Economic Forum (WeForum), in 
Davos, Switzerland measuring international 
competitiveness of countries (137)



• 1.Switzerland
• 2.United States
• 3.Singapore
• 4. Netherlands
• 5. Germany
• 6. Hong Kong SAR
• 7. Sweden
• 8. United Kingdom
• 9.  Japan
• 10.Finland



• 11 Norway
• 12 Denmark
• 13New Zealand
• 14 Canada
• 15 Taiwan, China
• 16 Israel
• 17 United Arab Emirates
• 18 Austria
• 19 Luxembourg
• 20.Belgium



• 21 Australia
• 22 France
• 23 Malaysia
• 24 Ireland
• 25 Qatar
• 5.1 Korea, Rep.
• 27 China
• 28 Iceland
• 29 Estonia
• 30 Saudi Arabia



• 31 Czech Republic
• 32 Thailand
• 33 Chile
• 34 Spain
• 35 Azerbaijan
• 36 Indonesia
• 37 Malta
• 38 Russian Federation
• 39 Poland
• 40 India





• World Economic Forum, New Vision for 
Education (2015)

• Compare this to OECD’s PISA







• Learning has two parts: 
1.Acquiring specific/disciplinary or 
vocational/professional skills
2. Acquiring generic skills Reading, 
Writing, Numeracy, IT, Communication, 
Critical thinking, Analytical Thinking, 
Understanding Information, Teamwork, 
Live with others, Care for Society, etc. 



How do we teach all these skills?

• Teaching by not teaching (traditionally)
• Rather, it is about creating different learning 

environments, in which students can then 
learn themselves

• In other words, teach students to express 
themselves

• Student-centred learning (example: children 
learning in Australia)

• Students search and re-search for 
themselvestrigger ing their curiosity



What do teachers need to do?

• Open-minded  being open to all kinds of 
possibilities, in terms of knowledge

• Applications of what students learn to the 
real-world situation is very important

• Being knowledgeable in your area of teaching
• Continuing professional development a full-

time teacher.



Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs)



Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs)

• https://teachingcommons.stanford.edu/resou
rces/teaching/evaluating-students/assessing-
student-learning

https://teachingcommons.stanford.edu/resources/teaching/evaluating-students/assessing-student-learning
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